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COUNCIL DUTIES
14-43-502. Powers of council generally.

(a)  The city council shall possess all the legislative powers granted by this subtitle and other 
corporate powers of the city not prohibited in it or by some ordinance of the city council made in 
pursuance of the provisions of this subtitle and conferred on some officer of the city.

(b)(1)  The council shall have the management and control of finances, and of all the real and 
personal property belonging to the corporation.

(2)(A)  The council shall provide the times and places of holding its meetings, which shall at all 
times be open to the public.

(B)  The mayor or any three (3) aldermen of any city or town, regardless of size or classification, 
may call special meetings in the manner as may be provided by ordinance.

(3)  The council shall appoint, or provide by ordinance, that the qualified voters of the city, of the 
wards, or districts as the case may require, shall elect all such city officers as shall be 
necessary for the good government of the city and for the due exercise of its corporate powers, 
and which shall have been provided by ordinance, as to whose appointment or election 
provision is not made in this subtitle and not provided by any general law of the state in 
reference to cities of the first class.

History. Acts 1875, No. 1, 62, p. 1; C. & M. Dig., 7744; Pope's Dig., 9940; A.S.A. 1947, 19-1011; 
Acts 2001, No. 365, 1.

MAYOR DUTIES
14-43-504. Powers and duties of mayor generally.

(a)  The mayor of the city shall be its chief executive officer and conservator of its peace. It shall 
be his or her special duty to cause the ordinances and regulations of the city to be faithfully and 
constantly obeyed.

(b)  The mayor shall:

(1)  Supervise the conduct of all the officers of the city, examine the grounds of all reasonable 
complaints made against them, and cause all their violations of duty or other neglect to be 
properly punished or reported to the proper tribunal for correction;

(2)  Have and exercise the power conferred on sheriffs, within the city limits, to suppress 
disorder and keep the peace; and
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(3)  Perform such other duties compatible with the nature of his or her office as the city council 
may from time to time require.

(c)  [Repealed].

(d)  The mayor shall report, within the first ninety (90) days of each year and at such other times 
as he or she shall deem expedient, to the council the municipal affairs of the city and 
recommend such measures as may seem advisable.

(e)  The mayor of any city of the first class shall, in addition to the powers and duties already 
pertaining to that office, be clothed with, and exercise and perform, the following:

(1)  A mayor may veto, within five (5) days, Sundays excepted, after the action of the city council 
thereon, any ordinance, resolution, or order adopted or made by the council, or any part thereof, 
which in his or her judgment is contrary to the public interest.

(2)(A)  In case of a veto, before the next regular meeting of the council, the mayor shall file in 
the office of the city clerk, to be laid before that meeting, a written statement of his or her 
reasons for so doing.

(B)  An ordinance, an order, or a resolution or part thereof, vetoed by the mayor is invalid 
unless, after the written statement is laid before it, the council , by a vote of two-thirds (2/3) of all 
the aldermen elected thereto, passes it over the veto.

(3)  The mayor does not have the power of veto in circumstances prescribed under 
14-43-501(a) or 14-43-411(a).

History. Acts 1875, No. 1, 53, p. 1; 1885, No. 67, 2, p. 92; 1893, No. 42, 1, 2, p. 64; 1913, No. 
226, 1; C. & M. Dig., 7697-7701; Pope's Dig., 9840-9844; Acts 1979, No. 153, 1, 2; A.S.A. 1947, 
19-1013, 19-1014; Acts 1991, No. 786, 14; 1995, No. 534, 2; 1995, No. 914, 2; 2009, No. 161, 
1; 2009, No. 185, 4.

CITY ATTORNEY
DUTIES OF CITY ATTORNEYS
There is a duty on the part of a city attorney to enforce the city ordinances in the police court, 
and the failure and refusal to do it is nonfeasance in office. Rowland v. State, 213 Ark. 780, 213 
S.W.2d 370 (1948), cert. denied, Rowland v. Arkansas, 336 U.S. 918, 69 S. Ct. 641 (1949), 
rehearing denied, Rowland v. Arkansas, 336 U.S. 941, 69 S. Ct. 745, 93 L. Ed. 1098 (1949).

Inasmuch as this section does not prescribe the duties of a city attorney in detail, but leaves it to 
city council to fix such duties, a court cannot take judicial notice of duties of a city attorney as 
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fixed by municipal ordinance. Campbell v. City of Hot Springs, 232 Ark. 878, 341 S.W.2d 225 
(1960).

Authority of city attorney to represent city in circuit court on appeal from proceeding for 
dismissal of police officer will be presumed in absence of showing that attorney lacked authority 
to prosecute such an appeal. Campbell v. City of Hot Springs, 232 Ark. 878, 341 S.W.2d 225 
(1960).
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